JOURNAL   OF   ARNOLD   BENNETT

Mr. Longfellow ? " she cried earnestly. " You can give me a
Mss," said Longfellow. She said to Eden : " I was so taken
aback and startled that I just kissed him and ran straight out
of the house."

Wednesday, February loth.

I went to Nice yesterday to lunch with Raymond Duval, and
afterwards we took a carriage and called on Louis Bertrand,
the author of " Le Rival de Don Juan ", at his little villa where
he lives alone on the slopes behind Nice. A lovely view from
his study of Nice and the sea. I thought him a man who was
suffering from too much solitude. He had the eyes of a rather
dreamy and peculiar person. He talked extremely well, and
knocked poor little Duval all over the shop. I should say he
was rather conceited and self-centred and perhaps just a little
affected. For instance, he had a statuette of the Venus de Milo
on his writing table. But I respected him on the whole. The
rent of his villa is 800 francs. Bare and ' maxbly ', inside, like
most French country houses, and the wood fire in the study
smoked, but it was a desirable place.

Thursday, February
Battle of flowers yesterday.   Rather feeble, but perhaps as good
as could be expected at Mentone.

I stayed up late last night talking books and travel with
Sir John Francis Rotton, K.C.1 An old man, but more than
commonly wise. He said : " When one gets old one learns not
to trouble one's head about things that one can't influence."

Saturday, February
I left Mentone last evening at 3.15, and arrived in Paris at 7.40
this morning, absolutely promptly. It must have rained much
in the night, but the sun shines now and there is a faint indica-
tion of spring in the air. I was very keen on getting news of
the war,a but there seems none to be obtained. The only real
English newspaper in Paris, the N. Y. Herald, is certainly siding
strongly with Russia. It is when one wants authentic news
1 Sir J. F. Rotton (1837-1926), a public man of prominence in many
capacities.
* War between Russia and Japan was declared February 10 of this
year.
152